Deci si ons on Taxonony

Decision |V/1 Report and reconmendati ons of the third neeting of SBSTTA
[part]

50. Has your country carried out a national taxonom c needs assessnment, and/or held
wor kshops to determ ne national taxonomic priorities?

a) no

b) early stages of assessnent X

c) advanced stages of assessnment

d) assessnent conpl et ed

51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) action plan in place




e)

reports on inplenmentation avail abl e

52.

I's your country making avail abl e appropriate resources to enhance the
avail ability of taxonom c information?

a) no X

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately

c) yes, covering all known needs

53. I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and enpl oynment
opportunities for taxonom sts, particularly those dealing with poorly known
or gani sns?

a) no X

b) sone opportunities

c) significant opportunities

54. I's your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of
appropriate infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no

b) sone investment X

c) significant investnent

55. I's your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countries?

a) no X

b) yes — stated policy

C) yes — systemmtic national programe

56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection housing?

a) no X

b) under review

c) being inplenmented by sonme coll ections

d) being inplenmented by all major collections

57. Has your country provided training progranmes in taxonony?

a) no

b) sone X

c) many

58. Has your country reported on nmeasures adopted to strengthen national capacity
in taxonony, to designate national reference centres, and to nake information
housed in collections available to countries of origin?

a) no X

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house mechani sm

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for

bi ol ogi cal diversity inventories and taxononm c activities are financially and
adm ni stratively stabl e?




a)

no

b) under review

c) yes for some institutions X

d) yes for all mgjor institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxonomic institutions to establish consortia to
conduct regional projects?

a) no X

b) under review

c) yes — linmted extent

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of
fellowships for specialist training abroad or for attracting international
experts to national or regional courses?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

62. Has your country provided programes for re-training of qualified professionals
movi ng i nto taxonony-related fields?

a) no X

b) sone

c) many

Decision V/9. d obal Taxonony Initiative: Inplenmentation and further

advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its informati on requirenents in the area of
t axonony, and assessed its national capacity to neet these requirenments?

a) no

b) basic assessnent X

c) thorough assessnent

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no

b) vyes X

65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c
resear ch?

a) no

b) vyes X

66. Has your country conmuni cated i nformati on on programmes, projects and

initiatives for consideration as pilot projects under the d obal Taxonony
Initiative to the Executive Secretary?

a)

no X




b) yes

67. Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonomy Initiative focal point
linked to other national focal points?

a) no X

b) yes

68. Has your country participated in the devel opment of regi onal networks to
facilitate information-sharing for the G obal Taxonomny Initiative?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial mechanismfor the
priority actions identified in the decision?

a) no X

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully

Further conments on inplenentation of these decisions

50-51. Egypt recognises the vital inmportance of having the appropriate
infrastructure and personnel necessary to acquire an accurate and up to date
under st andi ng of the taxonom c conposition of its biodiversity. Practica
steps to identify gaps and formalise an action plan are in discussion to
buil d national consensus on the roles of the various stake hol ders.

54. Limted financial resources are available to support the avail abl e
taxonom ¢ collections in Egypt. Limted support is given to severa

col l ections of significance such as the University of Cairo Herbarium the
col l ection of the Entonol ogical Society, the G za Zoo zool ogical collection
Assi ut University mycol ogical collection, Mnistry of Agriculture Gene Banks,
in addition to small scattered collections in various universities. The
support for these collections comes froma variety of sources. Egypt has the
establishnent of a national Natural Hi story Museumas a priority inits
NBSAC. Financi al support from the donor conmunity has been thought with some
[imted interest.

55-56. It is hoped that the Egyptian Natural Hi story Museum would work to
devel op an entire new cadre of professional taxonom sts in Egypt, building
links with institutions in other countries and establishing the codes of

t axonom ¢ conduct at the | ocal |evel.

57. Some basic training is provided in science colleges at university |evel.
A regional training course was held in Sharm El Shei kh in May 2001

59. Financial support continues to institutions holding significant
col l ections. Funding opportunities for institutions at risk is being thought
from donor organisations.

65. Egypt is working to increase national expertise in the taxonony of

di verse organi sns t hrough encouragi ng postgraduate students to address
taxonom ¢ i ssues of key groups and through establishing work opportunities
for taxonom sts in various projects.






