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Further comments on implementation of this Article 

88-90. A workshop was healed in May 2002 discussing the issue. Participating 
agencies included the EEAA (NCS), Universities, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Police, Transportation Ministry, and various concerned individuals and 
experts. The workshop summarised the stat of knowledge on invasive species in 
Egypt and established recommendations for future action. Currently a national 
project to study (taxonomy, ecology, impacts) of alien invasive species of 
plants (especially agricultural weeds) and animals is being elaborated.  

91,97. Egypt is participating in a Mediterranean wide initiative to study and 
control invasive marine organisms. Movement of alien species through the Suez 
Canal is seen as the primary cause for invasions into the Mediterranean.  

 

Article 8j Traditional knowledge and related provisions 

103. What is the relative priority afforded to implementation of this Article 
and the associated decisions by your country? 

a)  High  b)  Medium X c)  Low  

104. To what extent are the resources available adequate for meeting the 
obligations and recommendations made? 

a) Good  b) Adequate  c)  Limiting  X d)  Severely limiting  

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources 

104. Egypt considers the involvement of local communities in conservation 
efforts and respecting their local knowledge and traditions of prime 
importance.  

Local community knowledge and involvement is highlighted in most PA 
management plans. Several activities have been developed which specifically 
target local knowledge and participation in conservation: 

• GEF / UNDP Medicinal plant project. 

• St Katherine Bedouin hand craft development initiative. 

• Swiss fund North Coast Bedouin / biodiversity conservation project. 

• GEF / World Bank Matruh natural resources management project. 

• Italian Cooperation support for Siwa and Elba PAs. 

• GEF / UNDP / MeWet project supporting three Mediterranean PAs (Zaranik, 
Burullus, Oamyed). 

105. Resources available are limited.  
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105. Has your country undertaken measures to ensure that the knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying 
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity are respected, preserved and maintained? 

a) no measures  

b) some measures in place X 

c) potential measures under review  

d) comprehensive measures in place  

106. Is your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits 
arising from the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and practices? 

a) no  

b) early stages of development X 

c) advanced stages of development  

d) programme or policy in place  

 

Decision III/4 and Decision IV/9. Implementation of Article 8(j) 

107. Has your country developed national legislation and corresponding 
strategies for the implementation of Article 8(j)? 

a) no X 

b) early stages of development  

c) advanced stages of development  

d) legislation or other measures in place  

 
108. Has your country supplied information on the implementation of Article 

8(j) to other Contracting Parties through media such as the national report? 

a) no X 

b) yes - previous national report  

c) yes - CHM  

d) yes - other means (please give details below)  

109. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on 
measures taken to develop and implement the Convention’s provisions relating to 
indigenous and local communities? 

a) no X 

b) yes  

110. Is your country participating in appropriate working groups and meetings? 

a) none  

b) some X 

c) all  

111. Is your country facilitating the active participation of representatives 
of indigenous and local communities in these working groups and meetings? 

a) no X 
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b) yes  

 

Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and related provisions 

112. Has your country reviewed the programme of work specified in the annex to 
the decision, and identified how to implement those tasks appropriate to 
national circumstances? 

a) no X 

b) under review  

c) yes (please provide details)  

113. Is your country integrating such tasks into its ongoing programmes, 
taking into account the identified collaboration opportunities? 

a) no  

b) not appropriate to national circumstances  

c) yes – to a limited extent X 

d) yes – to a significant extent  

114. Is your country taking full account of existing instruments, guidelines, 
codes and other relevant activities in the implementation of the programme of 
work? 

a) no X 

b) not appropriate to national circumstances  

c) yes – to a limited extent  

d) yes – to a significant extent  

115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the 
implementation of the programme of work? 

a) no X 

b) not appropriate to national circumstances  

c) yes – to a limited extent  

d) yes – to a significant extent  

116. Has your country fully incorporated women and women’s organizations in 
the activities undertaken to implement the programme of work contained in the 
annex to the decision and other relevant activities under the Convention? 

a) no  

b) yes X 

117. Has your country taken measures to facilitate the full and effective 
participation of indigenous and local communities in the implementation of the 
Convention? 

a) no  

b) not appropriate to national circumstances  

c) yes – to a limited extent X 

d) yes – to a significant extent  
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118. Has your country provided case studies on methods and approaches 
concerning the preservation and sharing of traditional knowledge, and the 
control of that information by indigenous and local communities? 

a) no X 

b) not relevant  

c) yes – sent to the Secretariat  

d) yes – through the national CHM  

e) yes – available through other means (please specify)  

119. Does your country exchange information and share experiences regarding 
national legislation and other measures for the protection of the knowledge, 
innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities? 

a) no X 

b) not relevant  

c) yes – through the CHM  

d) yes – with specific countries  

e) yes – available through other means (please specify)  

120. Has your country taken measures to promote the conservation and 
maintenance of knowledge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and local 
communities? 

a) no  

b) not relevant  

c) some measures X 

d) extensive measures  

121. Has your country supported the development of registers of traditional 
knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities, in 
collaboration with these communities? 

a) no X 

b) not relevant  

c) development in progress  

d) register fully developed  

122. Have representatives of indigenous and local community organizations 
participated in your official delegation to meetings held under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity? 

a) not relevant  

b) not appropriate X 

c) yes  

123. Is your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-
house mechanism to co-operate closely with indigenous and local communities to 
explore ways that enable them to make informed decisions concerning release of 
their traditional knowledge? 

a) no X 

b) awaiting information on how to proceed  

c) yes  
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124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities 
identified in the decision? 

a) no  

b) not relevant  

c) partly X 

d) fully  

 
Further comments on implementation of this Article 

118. Many of Egypt’s PAs have a system of community guards which involves the 
employment of a number of carefully selected (or elected) individuals, who 
work to facilitate interactions between the PAs and the local communities and 
to insure their participation in resource management. In addition the 
communities receive direct benefit through employment.   

121. Some measures have been taken by various organisations. There are a 
number of collections concerning folklore and traditional knowledge and 
handcrafts. Protected area visitor centres usually display aspects of 
indigenous people in their exhibits. Most conservation projects give 
particular importance to local knowledge and community participation. 

 

Article 9 Ex situ conservation 

125. What is the relative priority afforded to implementation of this Article 
and the associated decisions by your country? 

a)  High X b)  Medium  c)  Low  

126. To what extent are the resources available adequate for meeting the 
obligations and recommendations made? 

a) Good  b) Adequate  c)  Limiting  X d)  Severely limiting  

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources 

Institutions and individuals in Egypt have collected crop germplasm all over the country according to their needs. A 

collection of about 10,000 seed samples is stored at the Plant Genetic Resources at Bahteem, and at international 

research centers, such as ICARDA, IRRI. This collection mainly consists of cereals, food and forage legumes, ,oil-

seed and fiber crops. Also at El-Sheikh Zuwayid station about 300 seed samples, 50 medicinal plants,  40 olive 

cultivars, 28 fig cultivars. 

 

127. Has your country adopted measures for the ex situ conservation of 
components of biological diversity native to your country (9a)? 

a) no measures  

b) some measures in place X 

c) potential measures under review  

d) comprehensive measures in place  




